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This is a weekly project update with new or updated information highlighted in yellow. 

Subscribe to receive future project updates (new) 

To receive future project updates, you must subscribe by filling in this form 

<http://ems.gs/3rDq0lmdJqY>. You can unsubscribe <http://ems.gs/3rDq0lidJrb> at any time. 

Latest updates 

• As of Monday 15 March, Victoria’s hospital immunisation hubs had administered 31,808 doses of COVID-

19 vaccine in support of the Australian Government’s COVID-19 vaccination program. Victoria is well on 

track to meet the target of vaccinating 40,000 individuals in the first four weeks of the program. View the 

latest data on COVID-19 vaccinations <https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-data> 

through Victorian hospital immunisation hubs. 

• On Monday 15 March 2021, Victoria started administering second doses of COVID-19 vaccine for Phase 

1a priority groups. 

• The Australian Government remains confident in the AstraZeneca vaccine and there is currently no 

evidence that it causes blood clots. Read the statement from the Chief Medical Officer, Professor Paul 

Kelly on the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine. 

• There have been reports of blood clots following AstraZeneca vaccination in Europe, leading some 

countries to pause their use of this vaccine. The TGA has advised that a link between blood clots and the 

AstraZeneca vaccine has not been confirmed <https://www.tga.gov.au/alert/astrazeneca-chadox1-s-covid-

19-vaccine> and that extensive international experience does not indicate the vaccine increases risk of 

blood clots. The TGA will continue to closely monitor safety concerns regarding the COVID-19 vaccines, 

and is working with the European Medicines Agency and other international regulators to ensure that 

http://ems.gs/3rDq0lmdJqY
http://ems.gs/3rDq0lidJrb
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-data
https://www.health.gov.au/news/attributable-to-australian-government-chief-medical-officer-professor-paul-kelly
https://www.health.gov.au/news/attributable-to-australian-government-chief-medical-officer-professor-paul-kelly
https://www.tga.gov.au/alert/astrazeneca-chadox1-s-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.tga.gov.au/alert/astrazeneca-chadox1-s-covid-19-vaccine
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evidence from programs overseas that have vaccinated millions of people is used to inform the Australian 

Government’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout. 

• The TGA has approved updated storage conditions for the Pfizer vaccine <https://www.tga.gov.au/behind-

news/approval-updated-storage-conditions-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine>. The vaccine may be stored at 

‑20±5°C for up to two weeks (even during transportation) within the six-month shelf life when stored at -90 

to -60°C. An updated product information sheet from Pfizer will be published on the TGA website shortly. 

• The Australian Government will invest more than $1.1 billion to extend the national COVID-19 health 

response and suppression strategy until 31 December 2021. Read the Prime Minister’s statement 

<https://www.pm.gov.au/media/over-11-billion-extend-australias-covid-19-health-response>. 

• The Australian Government has indicated that CSL – who is manufacturing the AstraZeneca vaccine 

locally – will be ready to supply the country with one million doses every week from late March as Australia 

moves to the next phase of the COVID-19 vaccine rollout. 

• The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) released the 10 March 2021 COVID-19 vaccine weekly 

safety report <https://www.tga.gov.au/periodic/covid-19-vaccine-weekly-safety-report-10-03-2021>. No 

new safety concerns have been identified.  

• The TGA has also reported encouraging new data on the safety and effectiveness of the COVID-19 

vaccines in older people <https://www.tga.gov.au/alert/covid-19-vaccines-safety-and-effectiveness-older-

adults>. 

• The Australian Government has released information on allocating excess doses of COVID-19 vaccine in 

residential aged care facilities <https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-

excess-doses-policy-in-residential-aged-care-facilities>.  

• The Australian Government has developed COVID-19 vaccination implementation plans for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Peoples <https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-

program-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples-implementation-plan> and aged care settings 

<https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-aged-care-implementation-plan>. 

• A COVID-19 vaccine eligibility checker tool <https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-

vaccine-eligibility-checker> is available to help people find out when they can receive a COVID-19 vaccine. 

• During the vaccine rollout, it is critical that we all continue to be COVIDSafe 

<https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covidsafe-settings>. 

New and updated resources 

• There is new information about the AstraZeneca vaccine 

<https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-information-on-covid-19-

astrazeneca-vaccine> and after your AstraZeneca vaccine 

<https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-after-your-astrazeneca-vaccine> 

available on the Australian Government website [added 16 March 2021]. 

• Webpage – COVID-19 vaccines - Is it true? – a new Australian Government webpage that provides 

accurate, evidence-based answers to questions about COVID-19 vaccines and addresses concerns and 

misinformation: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccines-

is-it-true [added 14 March 2021] 

• A presentation about Australia's COVID-19 vaccine rollout <https://www.health.gov.au/news/presentation-

about-australias-covid-19-vaccine-rollout> is now available to download. 

• Video – Australian Chief Nursing and Midwifery Officer Professor Alison McMillan answers the top three 

COVID-19 vaccine questions: eligibility, mental health and travel into Australia: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/videos/top-3-covid-19-vaccine-questions-vaccine-administration-

process-face-masks-and-breastfeeding [added 9 March 2021] 
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• Video – Dr Nick Coatsworth answers the top three COVID-19 vaccine questions: COVIDSafe app, vaccine 

lifespan and impact on other medication: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/videos/covid-19-vaccine-

top-3-questions-covidsafe-app-vaccine-lifespan-and-impact-on-other-medication [added 12 March 2021] 

• Patient resource – After your Pfizer vaccine: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-

vaccination-after-your-pfizer-cormirnaty-vaccine [updated 10 March 2021] 

• Guidance – COVID-19 vaccine program triaging process for aged care facilities: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-triage-process-and-scenario-

mapping-for-residential-aged-care-facilities [updated 11 March 2021] 

The Australian Government’s COVID-19 vaccine website is being updated regularly. Find the latest 

information for COVID-19 vaccination providers <https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-

19-vaccines/information-for-covid-19-vaccination-providers>. 

COVID-19 vaccine factsheets are available in English <https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/covid-

19-vaccination-advice-for-covid-19-vaccine-providers> and have been translated into 63 languages 

<https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-information-in-your-

language>. 

For more resources, head to the More information and resources section of this newsletter. 

Vaccine delivery 

Priority groups 

Doses of COVID-19 vaccine are currently limited, but as more doses become available, more people will be 

vaccinated.  

There is significant demand for COVID-19 vaccines, and this means initial available doses must be allocated 

to priority groups at greatest risk of COVID-19 infection and serious illness.  

The Australian Government has established phases of vaccine rollout that are based on age and other risk 

factors including existing medical conditions, with groups prioritised based on expert medical and public 

health advice. Read more about the national prioritisation process <https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-

programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/when-will-i-get-a-covid-19-vaccine>. 

The national vaccine rollout has commenced with priority groups in Phase 1a. People who are in Phase 1a 

will receive an invitation to register for vaccination. All people in Phase 1a will be vaccinated in due course. 

The Australian Government has released a presentation about Phase 1b of the COVID-19 vaccination 

program <https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-program-

phase-1b> based on recommendations by the Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation 

(ATAGI). 

Vaccination locations 

Victorians at greatest risk of COVID-19 will initially be able to receive the COVID-19 vaccine at Victorian 

public hospital vaccination hubs. Vaccination hubs are currently operating at Albury Wodonga Health, Austin 

Health, Ballarat Health Services, Barwon Health, Bendigo Health, Goulburn Valley Health, Latrobe Regional 

Hospital, Monash Health (in partnership with Alfred Health) and Western Health. 

In addition, high throughput sites have been established at the Repatriation Hospital and Sunshine Hospital. 

Further high throughput vaccination sites will be established at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition 

Centre (run by the Royal Melbourne Hospital), the Royal Exhibition Building (run by St Vincent’s Hospital), 

and the former Ford Factory (run by Barwon Health).  

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/videos/covid-19-vaccine-top-3-questions-covidsafe-app-vaccine-lifespan-and-impact-on-other-medication
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https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-program-phase-1b
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Read more about how the vaccines are being distributed <https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-

programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/how-covid-19-vaccines-will-be-distributed>. 

The Victorian Department of Health is committed to working with the Australian Government and Victorian 

GPs in this important work and awaits further details on the locations of participating practices. 

In addition to general practices that meet specific requirements, vaccines will be distributed via GP respiratory 

clinics, Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services, and state-run vaccination clinics. 

Vaccine safety 

• The Australian Government has released COVID-19 vaccination decision guides for specific groups, 

including: 

– older people who may be frail, including people in residential aged care facilities: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-covid-19-vaccination-decision-

guide-for-frail-older-people-including-those-in-residential-aged-care-facilities 

– pregnant and breastfeeding women: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-

vaccination-covid-19-vaccination-decision-guide-for-women-who-are-pregnant-breastfeeding-or-

planning-pregnancy 

• The Victorian Department of Health has provided an information sheet about the AstraZeneca and Pfizer 

vaccines to COVID-19 vaccine providers. This includes information about their safety and efficacy. 

• Learn about influenza and COVID-19 vaccines <https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/getting-vaccinated#flu-

vaccine-and-covid-19-vaccine>. 

• Visit the TGA website for more information about COVID-19 vaccine safety <https://www.tga.gov.au/covid-

19-vaccine-safety-monitoring-and-reporting>.  

• Adverse event reporting will occur through existing Victorian reporting processes. Learn more about 

immunisation reporting <https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/immunisation/adverse-events-

following-immunisation-reporting>.  

• AusVaxSafety regularly updates its website with COVID-19 vaccine surveillance information 

<https://www.ausvaxsafety.org.au/our-work/covid-19-vaccine-safety-surveillance>. 

More information and resources 

Australian Government 

General information 

• COVID-19 vaccine national rollout strategy: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/australias-

covid-19-vaccine-national-roll-out-strategy 

• COVID-19 vaccines hub: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines 

• Information for COVID-19 vaccine providers: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-

vaccines/information-for-covid-19-vaccination-providers 

• Resources for COVID-19 vaccine providers, including factsheets and guides: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/covid-19-vaccination-advice-for-covid-19-vaccine-

providers 

• COVID-19 vaccines campaign and communications materials, including videos, social media content and 

posters: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/coronavirus-covid-19-

vaccines-campaign-materials 
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• Multicultural and multilingual communities implementation plan: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-program-culturally-and-

linguistically-diverse-communities-implementation-plan 

• COVID-19 vaccine aged care stakeholder kit for aged care residents, workers and their families: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/covid-19-vaccine-aged-care-stakeholder-kit 

• Information for aged care providers, workers and residents about COVID-19 vaccines: 

https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/information-for-aged-care-providers-

workers-and-residents-about-covid-19-vaccines [updated 10 March 2021] 

• Privacy impact assessment for Phase 1a of the COVID-19 vaccine strategy and the Australian Department 

of Health’s response: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-phase-1a-of-

covid-19-vaccine-strategy-privacy-impact-assessment-report-and-agency-response [updated 12 March 

2021] 

• Easy Read COVID-19 vaccine resources: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/covid-19-

vaccination-easy-read-resources 

About COVID-19 vaccines 

• How COVID-19 vaccines work: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-

vaccines/learn-about-covid-19-vaccines/how-do-covid-19-vaccines-work  

• About the AstraZeneca vaccine: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-

vaccines/learn-about-covid-19-vaccines/about-the-oxfordastrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine 

• About the Pfizer vaccine: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/learn-

about-covid-19-vaccines/about-the-pfizerbiontech-covid-19-vaccine 

Getting vaccinated 

• Which vaccine people will receive: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-

vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/which-covid-19-vaccine-will-i-receive 

• COVID-19 vaccination decision guide for women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, or planning pregnancy: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-covid-19-vaccination-decision-

guide-for-women-who-are-pregnant-breastfeeding-or-planning-pregnancy 

• COVID-19 vaccination decision guide for older people who may be frail, including people in residential 

aged care facilities: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-covid-19-

vaccination-decision-guide-for-frail-older-people-including-those-in-residential-aged-care-facilities 

• Vaccine information for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-

and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/information-for-aboriginal-and-torres-

strait-islander-peoples-about-covid-19-vaccines 

• Vaccine information for people with disability: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-

vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/information-for-people-with-disability-about-covid-19-vaccines 

[updated 10 March 2021] 

Victorian Government 

• COVID-19 vaccine information: https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine 

• Reporting adverse events following immunisation: https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-

health/immunisation/adverse-events-following-immunisation-reporting  

• Better Health Channel immunisation information: 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/healthyliving/immunisation  
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https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/information-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples-about-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/information-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples-about-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/information-for-people-with-disability-about-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/information-for-people-with-disability-about-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/immunisation/adverse-events-following-immunisation-reporting
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/immunisation/adverse-events-following-immunisation-reporting
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/healthyliving/immunisation
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OFFICIAL 

Contact us 

For more information on the COVID-19 vaccine rollout in Victoria, contact the Victorian Department of Health 

COVID-19 Vaccination Preparedness Unit by emailing COVIDvaccination@dhhs.vic.gov.au

 

To receive this document in another format, phone 1300 651 160, using the National Relay 

Service 13 36 77 if required, or email COVIDvaccination@dhhs.vic.gov.au 

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne. 
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